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AIRCRAFTSMAN 926312 R W BENNETT

Robert William Bennett was born in about 1916; his service number was 926312 and he served with
the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve at RAF Scampton as part of 5 Group Bomber Command. He

served as an Aircraftman 2" Class and came from Rainham, Essex.

The RAFVR was formed in July 1936 to provide individuals to supplement the Auxiliary Air Force (AAF)
which had been formed in 1925 by the local Territorial Associations. The AAF was organised on a
Squadron basis, with local recruitment similar to the Territorial Army Regiments. Initially the RAFVR
was composed of civilians recruited from the neighbourhoods of Reserve Flying Schools. Recruits were
confined to men of between 18 and 25 years of age who had been accepted for part time training as
Pilots, Observers and Wireless Operators. The object was to provide a reserve of aircrew for use in the
event of war. By September 1939, the RAFVR comprised 6,646 Pilots, 1,625 Observers and 1,946

Wireless Operators

When war broke out in 1939 the Air Ministry employed the RAFVR as the principal means for aircrew
entry to serve with the RAF. A civilian volunteer on being accepted for aircrew training took an oath
of allegiance ('attestation') and was then inducted in to the RAFVR. Normally he returned to his civilian
job for several months until he was called up for aircrew training. During this waiting period he could

wear a silver RAFVR lapel badge to indicate his status.

By the end of 1941 more than half of Bomber Command aircrew were members of the RAFVR.
During 1943, the decision was taken by the Air Ministry to raise an order for members of the RAFVR
to remove the brass and cloth 'VR's worn on the collars and shoulders of officers and other ranks
(respectively), as these were viewed as being divisive.

A/C Bennett was killed in the summer of 1940. He died on 21 July 1940.

He was shown in official records as having ‘died on active service’.
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, Scampton. He was 24 years of age. His grave
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is marked by a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone.
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Bennett was buried at the Church of St John the Baptist
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The exact circumstances of his unfortunate death were revealed initially in the Lincolnshire Echo on
22 July 1940. A brief report in that newspaper related A/C Bennett’s death in Lincoln County Hospital
the day before after being involved in an accident on the Lincoln to Dunholme Road on the night of

20 July 1940.

A Coroner’s inquest took place fairly quickly when more detailed particulars and evidence emerged
about the incident. This was reported in the Echc on 23 July 1940. At the time in question A/C Bennett
was in the company of a Private Atkinson and the two men were walking on the Lincoln to Market
Rasen road (probably the A46) in the dark. It seems that Bennett was walking nearer to the road than
his companion who heard a bump. A car then pulled up in front of them. The vehicle was being driven
by a member of the Royal Engineers who told the inquest he would have struck both pedestrians had
he not swerved. The airman suffered a fracture of the skull and died within twenty minutes of arrival

at hospital.



